
DCFS Community Grants Policy

Establishing the Budget
We recognize that maintaining adequate reserves to meet the legal and forest man-
agement requirements must take precedence in the budgeting process. Therefore,
any funds available for Community Grants or other DCFS activities will be the bal-
ance remaining after the Manager has budgeted for silviculture and development
reserves, and forest operations for the coming year.

Therefor a Community Grants Reserve Fund is to be established, and 50% of any
remaining current account balance after budgeting for the needs of forest manage-
ment will be added to the Community Grants Reserve Fund at the end of every fis-
cal year. Of the amount in the Community Grants Reserve at the close of the fiscal
year, 50% shall be available to distribute to qualifying individuals or organizations
in the next year’s round of grant distributions.

Requirements for Eligibility

Individuals

We will accept applications from students from the entire Robson Valley for a bur-
sary to support their post-secondary education at any level. Applicants will have
to submit a thousand word essay on how their studies will benefit the Robson
Valley, and provide written proof of registration at a post-secondary institution.
The bursary(s) may not be given if no one qualifies in the eyes of the grants sub-
committee.

Student bursaries may be awarded for educational costs, including tuition, books,
and supplies. In addition, DCFS will consider funding graduate or post-graduate
students who wish to undertake research within the DCF footprint.

Organizations

Any organization located in the Robson Valley may apply for a grant, as long as
they are proposing a project to be undertaken in the Dunster area. The organiza-
tions do not have to be a registered society or charity, but they do need to have
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been in existence for a minimum of three years and be able to submit the annual
financial statements for the last two years

Acceptable Projects

• The proposed project must be carried out (mainly) in the Dunster area, as de-
fined in the DCFS Policy Manual, and must broadly benefit the Dunster com-
munity. Specifically, DCFS will consider projects that:

− Promote volunteer engagement and community involvement,
− Examine new approaches and techniques to provide community needs, and
− Are accessible to a large portion of the community’s residents.

• Suitable categories for projects include, but are not limited to, the following
areas:

− Arts and culture,
− Recreation,
− Social services,
− Environmental and natural resource management, and
− Economic and community capacity development.

• The project must be of one year’s duration or less. We will fund multi-year
projects, including capital costs, but the application should only be for a well
defined stage of the project that can be completed in one year. There is no
guarantee of continued funding in subsequent years for multi-year projects.

• Reasonable extensions or changes to the project will be considered upon DCFS
receiving a written notice requesting such.

• Applicants must supply the annual financial statements for the last two years
with their application.

• We will fund expenses normally considered to be operating expenses, but the
application must be specific in regards to the expense funding requested.

• Applications must show a clear need for the funding requested.

• Projects with support and/or funding from other sources will be viewed more
favourably.
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• Organizations who have received previous DCFS Community Grants must have
successfully completed the previous project before receiving a further grant
from DCFS. Applicants that are successful in obtaining grant funds, but failed
to meet all their obligations may not be considered for future funding.

• Grants are not made towards the following services/functions: fundraising
campaigns, capital improvements to rented or short term (less than 10 years)
leased premises, private enterprises, political groups, or religious organiza-
tions for direct religious activities.

Application and Grant Awarding Process
There will be one round of Community Grants awarded each year.

Applications

All applications must be submitted on the form provided by DCFS.

Applications will be invited from qualifying individuals/organizations in the fall
of each year with the deadline for accepting grants being announced along with
the publication of the invitation to apply.

Applicants may discuss their applications with the DCFS Board prior to submis-
sion to ascertain eligibility or suitability of their proposals.

Any submitted applications that do not meet the eligibility requirements will be
returned to the applicants with a note explaining why their application was not
considered.

Grant Awards and Monitoring Process

Applicants will be notified of the success (or not) of their applications within a
month of the closing date for accepting applications, and the amount awarded to
the successful applicants will be distributed directly in a lump sum.

Successful applicants will be required to submit a final report of their project by
January 31 of the year following their grant award, or within one month of com-
pletion of their project, whichever comes first. For projects of lengthy duration,
the DCFS may require (verbal) interim reports.
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